Connect to a Cause-Planned Giving Strategy
Email Campaign 
[bookmark: _208y20aibmsq]Connecting People who Care with Causes that Matter

Thank you for being a part of Connect to a Cause! We are excited to bring together passionate individuals, businesses and organizations for a heartfelt endeavor to uplift and support non-profit organizations in Lorain County that make a difference in our community. Connect to a Cause encourages community members to donate to non-profit organizations that align with their values and interests. 

Connect to a Cause will take place on September 17th from 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM. As you know if your organization has participated in the past, Connect to a Cause helps you generate both immediate and long-term support. The funds raised during this crowdfunding campaign go beyond simply meeting your organization’s current budgetary needs; they also enable you to build your endowment. 

This year, we are providing participating non-profits with templates for three emails to help engage donors in the weeks leading up to the campaign. You will note that the giving techniques covered in these emails often require donors to plan in advance. We want to be sure your organization hits the ground running when the Connect to a Cause campaign is in full swing in August. We suggest you send these email campaigns during the week of July 14, July 28 and August 11. 

As always, please contact the team at the Community Foundation of Lorain County with your questions and watch for the Connect to a Cause Toolkit 2025 resources to post on our website.  

Thank you for being part of Connect to a Cause! 







Subject: Engage Your Donors for Connect to a Cause - Important Update!
Dear [Non-Profit Name/Partner],
We’re excited to have you on board for this year’s Connect to a Cause event on September 17th from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Your participation is crucial in making a positive impact in our Lorain County community.
To help you engage donors effectively, we’re providing templates for three email campaigns. These emails are designed to encourage planned giving, which can secure both immediate and long-term support for your organization.
Here’s what you need to do:
1. Review the attached email templates.
· We’ve included three options, each tailored to different planned giving strategies. Take a moment to consider which one aligns best with your goals and donor base.
2. Choose one email template.
· Select the email that best fits your organization’s needs and message.
3. Customize the chosen email.
· Edit the content to reflect your organization’s voice and specific objectives.
4. Schedule and send the email.
· We suggest sending the email during the week of July 14, July 28, or August 11. Choose the timing that works best for your campaign strategy.
Additionally, keep an eye out for the Connect to a Cause Toolkit 2026, which will be available on our website soon. This resource will provide further guidance and tools to help you succeed in this year’s campaign.
If you have questions or need assistance, please contact Colleen Walts or Grace Broome. We’re here to support you every step of the way.
Thank you for your commitment and for being an integral part of Connect to a Cause. Together, we’re making a significant difference in our community.





Email #1 
Subject: Mid-Year Charitable Giving Tips and Connect to a Cause Update
Greetings!
As we reach the midpoint of 2025, it's a great time to review your charitable giving plans and ensure you’re on track to meet your goals. Here are three quick tips to help you maximize your impact and financial benefits:
Consider Donating Appreciated Stock
Instead of cash, consider donating stock that has increased in value. By giving appreciated stock, you can claim a charitable deduction at its fair market value if held for over a year and avoid paying capital gains tax. This allows your generosity to have a greater impact.
Use Your IRA for Charitable Contributions
If you’re 70½ or older, you can make a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) from your IRA. You can transfer up to $105,000 this year directly to [Non-Profit Organization] or other charities without incurring income tax. This is a smart way to meet your Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) and support our mission.
Join Us for Connect to a Cause on September 17
Save the date! Connect to a Cause is a 12-hour online giving event on September 17, hosted by the Community Foundation of Lorain County. You can choose to support [Non-Profit Organization] directly, and every dollar raised will benefit our programs.
As we prepare for Connect to a Cause, consider planning a gift of appreciated stock or a QCD to maximize your tax savings and support [Non-Profit Organization]. For assistance with these contributions, please contact Colleen Walts, Development Officer at the Community Foundation, at cwalts@peoplewhocare.org or 440.984.7390.
Thank you for your continued support.
Best regards,




Email #2 
Subject: Support [Non-Profit Organization] Through Connect to a Cause on September 17!
Hello from [Non-Profit Organization]!
We’re excited to participate in this year’s Connect to a Cause, hosted by the Community Foundation of Lorain County, on September 17, 2025. This 12-hour online event allows you to explore and support local non-profits that make a difference in our community. Every dollar raised during this event will directly benefit [Non-Profit Organization], and we also can earn additional funds based on our total contributions throughout the day.
A significant aspect of Connect to a Cause is the chance to grow our endowment fund. Here’s why this is crucial for our long-term success:
What is an Endowment? An endowment is a pool of assets that are invested to generate income over time. A portion of these funds is used annually to support our mission, while the rest is reinvested to grow the fund perpetually. This ensures ongoing support for [Non-Profit Organization] for years to come.
Why is an Endowment Important? Our endowment fund at the Community Foundation of Lorain County is managed with expertise in investment and distribution, ensuring sustainability and growth. It allows us to respond to our community’s evolving needs and secure our mission’s future. Distributions are carefully reviewed and approved by an independent board to align with our goals and the original intent of the fund.
We look forward to sharing more details about Connect to a Cause as we get closer to September 17. Your support during this campaign will not only help us meet our current needs but also contribute to building a strong foundation for through our endowment.
If you have any questions or want to learn more about our endowment, please contact Colleen Walts, Development Officer at the Community Foundation, at cwalts@peoplewhocare.org or 440.984.7390.
Thank you for your continued support of [Non-Profit Organization] and our community!
Best regards,



Email #3 
[bookmark: _rcyqq6p3b9a3]Subject: Support [Non-Profit Organization] with Your Donor-Advised Fund During Connect to a Cause
Hello!
We deeply appreciate the various ways you have supported [Non-Profit Organization] over the years. Your generosity, whether through direct donations, stock gifts, bequests, IRA distributions, or even complex assets, has been invaluable.
Today, we want to highlight a growing and flexible giving option: donor-advised funds (DAFs). If you have a DAF, either through the Community Foundation of Lorain County or another institution, you can use it to support [Non-Profit Organization] during our upcoming event, Connect to a Cause.
Connect to a Cause is a 12-hour online giving event on September 17, hosted by the Community Foundation of Lorain County. It’s a unique opportunity for donors across our community to choose and support local non-profits. Every dollar raised for [Non-Profit Organization] during this event will directly benefit us, and we’ll also have the chance to earn additional funds based on the total contributions throughout the day.
Why Consider Using Your Donor-Advised Fund?
· Convenience and Flexibility: DAFs simplify your giving and offer a streamlined way to support your favorite causes.
· Maximize Impact: Using your DAF for Connect to a Cause not only supports our current needs but also boosts our potential for additional funds and prizes during the event.
If you’re interested in learning more about using your DAF to support [Non-Profit Organization], please reach out to Colleen Walts, Development Officer at the Community Foundation, at cwalts@peoplewhocare.org or 440.984.7390. She can also help you create a new DAF to streamline your giving if you do not already have one in place.  DAFs are a popular tool for their ease and flexibility, making it simple to support [Non-Profit Organization], especially during Connect to a Cause.
Thank you for your ongoing commitment to [Non-Profit Organization]’s mission. Your support is crucial in helping us thrive and continue our work.
Best regards,
